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Greece 

Mainland West-coast to Kithera Island  

and 

Gulf of Patras and Corinthe 

 

In this info bulletin, you will find the places we have been visiting with SY “Zeezwaluw” (LOA 14m, D 

2.05m) during the sailing seasons of 2006 & 2007 & 2008 & 2009. The prices mentioned below may 

have gone up a bit. 

 

Entering Greece 

We choose Preveza as a port of entrance, coming from Italy and entered Greece in the official way 

(see Greek Waters Pilot, Heikell). We bought the Cruising permit at the Port Police Office (in 2006 

the permit was 29.35€ and is only necessary for boats over 10m) and got our first entry stamp. Before 

leaving Preveza we had to go again, this time for the exit stamp to do it officially. Normally you pay a 

small fee for using the harbour (5-7€/night). The Preveza Port Police Office, is a little bit difficult to 

find, but the yachties around are able (and willing) to tell you where to go. From that moment on we 

reported to the Port police only, when they invited us (always very friendly) and asked to come with 

our papers to their office. This is the way sailing boats act we were told by other yachties! It worked 

perfect for us that way and we never had a problem. 

 

Mainland West Coast 

Patalas Island anchorage, 38°23'9N 21°06'6E 

The island of Patalas lies close to the mainland coast and just around the southern tip of the island is 

the anchorage. It is quite, large and shallow (3-5m) and the holding is excellent (glutinous mud). The 

holding is too perfect; because you need some extra time when leaving …… you have to get rid of the 

sticky and stinking mud on your anchor! The shelter is excellent even with the afternoon breeze. 

According to the pilot you should encounter here some vultures, but we never saw them. This spot is 

perfect for anchoring and a few lazy days. 

 

Gulf of Patras and Gulf of Corinth 

Missalonghi, 38°18'75N 21°25'0E 

You reach Missalonghi through a narrow and shallow but buoyed canal. If you sail into the canal, take a 

good lookout for crossing swimmers! Stay in the middle of the channel and you will have enough water 
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below the keel. (4.5-8m) the canal ends in a large harbour. At the west side near the end you will see 

an unfinished marina (finished in 2010) with floating concrete pontoons, not connected to the shore. 

No mooring (no cleats) here, but behind the floating pontoons are pontoons connected to the shore. 

Depth is adequate (at least 2.5m) to moor. At the moment (June 2009) it’s still free to moor alongside 

the pontoons, but the progress of finishing the marina is at full speed. Around the new but unfinished 

marina is a fence which is open from early morning till 9 p.m., a little door to reach your boat is always 

open. Also 24/7 surveillance so no troubles from the gypsies who were here during earlier years. The 

manager-to-be comes along in the afternoon to welcome new arrivals and will hand over a leaflet with 

the hard standing and mooring price list for 2009-2010. He is very friendly and is even willing to 

organise fuel by mini tanker for you. A water tap with a very long hosepipe near the new office and 

toilet building. No electricity (yet). On the E-side of the harbour, near the fishermen at an uneven 

rumble quay, are a few mooring spaces. Drinking water is available from a tap at the quay (ground 

level). Town is a brisk walk (or a nice bike ride) where everything is available, nice restaurants, 

Internet, museum and even a Lidl. The Lidl is (a 20-min bike ride) along the road east out of town. 

 

Trizonia Island, 38°22'1N 22°04'57E 

The unfinished (and free of charge) marina, is at the north side of the small island. It's situated in a 

natural bay and protected by breakwaters. In the marina are several concrete pontoons. Moor 

alongside one of the pontoons or alongside another yacht. Be careful because there are 2 sunken ships 

in different places. Electricity is not available. Drinking water and a long hose are available for a small 

fee. Get the key for the tap from the mini-market near the restaurants at the tip of the island. 

Laundry service and Internet at the hotel near the marina. Walking is the only outdoor entertainment 

on the island. 

The island is too tiny for an ATM, so be sure you have enough cash for eating out or 

shopping at the mini-market! 

 

Itea, 38°25'85N 22°25'19E 

The town Itea has an unfinished and save marina but….. It’s not free of charge (5 €/day). If you have 

bad luck, the port police will show up and ask you to come to the office for a stamp in your cruising 

permit and of course to pay! No electricity, but free drinking water is available from the (locked) tap 

at the (unfinished) shower unit; key holder is the fuel man, a very friendly man, comes twice a day. The 

town is small nothing special, everything available, lots of restaurants. It's the nearest town (14 km) to 

get to ancient Delphi, a very impressing place to visit. You have to go. We were very impressed by the 

archaeological site combined with the museum! An explanation in 3 languages, English is one of them. 

Car hire at the Shell station at the end of the main street in town, reasonable prices (50 €/day in 

2006, full insurance and free km. Internet cafe is at the end of the quay, left side of the road. 

Peloponnesus 

Katakolo, 37°38'95N 21°19'13E 

Katakolo has a free and unfinished marina inside the main harbour. The earlier pontoons are gone 

(2009) so you have to find space along the quays. No electricity, (brackish) water available at a tap at 

the corner at the foot of the north breakwater and the town quay, next to a mobile vehicle selling 

"food" (underneath a metal lid in the ground). 

Anchorage (37°39'15N 21°19'29E) is NE of the N-breakwater; holding in mud is excellent, shelter is 

good but in SW-winds when the swell runs into the shallow anchorage which than becomes untenable, 

as we experienced in June 2009. The town is small and very touristy, more or less a gathering of 

tourist shops, due to the very large cruise ships that are coming in, several times a week. Furthermore 

are available in town; lots of restaurants, but only 1 bakery and a small mini-market. Internet is 

available in the shop near the cruise ship terminal. There are many places in town to rent a car (50 

€/day), it’s cheaper to rent a car on a day when there are no cruise ships in. Note: Katakolo is the 

nearest town from where you can visit ancient Olympia. Here again, we were very impressed by the 

archaeological site in combination with the museum! Explanations in 3 languages, also English. 
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Lake Navarinou 

Pilos, 36°55'1N 21°42'01E 

Pilos, just tucked into the Navarinou Lake, has an unfinished marina as well, sometimes not for free! 

We paid for 3 days 20 €'s. But we went to the port police (although we were not invited) for a stamp. 

Maybe if you don't go, mooring is for free. The marina has all kind of different pontoons. Most yachts 

are moored at the inside of the outer breakwater. No electricity, good drinking water available at the 

side wall of a "shed" near the slipway at the most NE pontoon. In town are lots of restaurants; along 

the town quay are shops, supermarkets and an Internet cafe. 

The Venetian Castle, one of the largest in Greece, is worth a visit. From Pilos you can easily reach (by 

car) Nestor's Palace, at the north side of the lake. (Nestor was the war companion of Odysseus) One 

of the days we were here, some sailing ships were anchored off just outside the breakwater (D 4.5m) 

but it was a little bit choppy in the afternoon breeze. 

 

Methoni, 36°48'91N 21°19'43E 

The anchorage of Methoni is wonderful! It’s a very sheltered bay in front of the beach of the little 

town Methoni. Shelter is better as can be expected from the pilot or charts. Anchor in 5-6m sand, use 

the quay to leave the dinghy to go ashore. The little town has a few well stocked supermarkets, fuel 

station along the main road to Pilos, Gas bottle swab at the electricity shop at the corner of the main 

road to the fuel station, (free) Wi-Fi-internet access with your own laptop in a few cafes. A water tap 

is at the outside wall of the old building at the root of the quay underneath the fortress wall. The 

fortress (no entrance fee) is worth a visit, it’s a large site and at the Turkish tower at the very end 

you have a splendid view to both sea sides of the Peloponnesus. 

 

Bay of Messiniakos 

Koroni, 36°48'02N 21°57'3E 

We anchored in 3-5m inside and west of the breakwater. It is a sheltered and peaceful place even 

when the prevailing afternoon breeze blows. Holding in sand is excellent. We did not go ashore, but the 

small town looked very attractive from the seaside, especially in the evening with all the illuminated 

restaurants along the quay. The Venetian Fort on top of the hill is illuminated with lights, beautiful! 

 

Kalimata marina, 37°01'4N 22°06'3E 

We went to Kalimata marina. The marina is guarded 24 hours a day, but pedestrians enter the marina 

on the way to the restaurants along the marina. Facilities were; water, electricity, showers (somewhat 

run down) and washing machines. Internet is available at the marina office. Supermarket near the 

marina, rest of the shops are in town. We have rented a car for a visit to ancient Messene, this place 

was unexpected beautiful. But Sparta was a catastrophe in (our) historical view. Hardly anything left 

or preserved from ancient times. The drive through the mountains of the Peloponnesus was fabulous! 

Just outside Kalimata on the road to Messene you will find a Lidl. 

 

Bay of Lakonikos 

Porto Kayio, 36°25'9N 22°29'1E 

Porto Kayio, which is more or less a natural harbour, situated at the SW corner in the Bay of 

Lakonikos. We anchored in 3-5m sand, holding perfect. Sometimes the wind was gusting from the 

mountains, more bothersome as dangerous. Ashore, there are only a few restaurants with Internet 

access and 2 tiny mini-markets. The seawater is crystal clear. 

 

Kithera Island 

Kapsali, 36°08'51N 23°00'21E 

Kapsali harbour is just around the SW-corner of Kithera Island. It's a town quay without breakwaters, 

only sheltered by the shape of the land. 
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The Port Police liked to stamp our transit-log and we had to pay 11 €/2 nights. Moor alongside the quay 

(if there is space) otherwise at own anchor bow or stern to the quay. Holding is poor due to soft mud; 

our anchor dragged in 5Bft. There is no electricity or water available. Restaurants, Internet cafe and 

mini-market with limited provisions are situated along the town quay. Some boats anchored opposite 

the town quay and took a line ashore. 

 

Leaving Greece 

Before you sail from here to Turkey you have to check out of the EU. Take your ship papers, the 

original ones, copies are not allowed, passports and cruising permit etc. with you to the port police. 

They will inform you what the rules and regulations are at that specific time. This is the official way, 

but Ernie in Sesame Street would say “think again”. 

 

___/)___ 


